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April 2018 General Meeting

GENERAL MEETING
The Beachcombers General Meeting will be held on
WEDNESDAY 18th April 2018 at the

South Ballajura Community Centre
15 Hamelin Drive, Ballajura
Western Australia 6066
The meeting commences at 7.30pm

A $2.00 door entry fee puts you in the running for the
lucky number prize draw.
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3 Month Calendar
Club Meeting Dates
Club Field Day Dates
AAA Meeting Dates
AAA Event Dates
Dry Casting
Special Events
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April General Meeting – 18th April 2018 – 7.30pm
May Dry Casting – 6th May 2018 – Kings Meadow – 8.30am
May General Meeting – 16th May 2018 – 7.30pm
May Field Day – 19th & 20th May 2018 – Cervantes
June Field Day – 2nd, 3rd & 4th June (LWE) – Bluff Creek
June Dry Casting – 10th June 2018 – Kings Meadow – 8.30am
June General Meeting – 20th June 2018 – 7.30pm

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Venue 2018

Date 2018
th

Preston Beach
Preston Beach
Bremer Bay
Bluff Creek
Cervantes/Jurien Bay
Bluff Creek/Reef Beach
Rottnest TBC

st

20 & 21 January
17th & 18th February
3rd, 4th & 5th March (LWE)
30th March to 2nd Apr (Easter)
19th & 20th May
2nd, 3rd and 4th June (LWE)
14th and 15th July
18th & 19th August
22nd, 23rd, 24th Sept (LWE)
20th & 21st October
24th & 25th November
15th & 16th December
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Details for the May 2018 Field Day
Cervantes
Dates: 19th & 20th May 2018
Boundaries: From the Cervantes Jetty to the Jurien Bay Jetty inclusive
Field Day Fees: $10 for family and $5 for single.
Sign on: 11.00am [1100hours] Saturday 19th May, at the Marine Rd car-park
Lines down: 12.00 pm [noon] Saturday 19th May 2018.
Sign off: 12.00pm [noon] Sunday 20th May, at the Marine Rd car-park
Any Questions: ring the FDO: Mark on 0409 088 864 or email mhansen.iinet.net.au
NOTE: Please let the FDO by 8.00pm Thursday 17th if you intend to attend this Field Day
Our default UHF radio Channel is 10
Species caught there last year: tailor, herring, garfish, banded sweep, cod, whiting, wrasse
and flathead

Tides for Cervantes:
Saturday 19th May 2018:

Sunday 20th May 2018:

High: 11:44am

1.05metres

Low: 10:15pm

0.36metres

High: 12:10pm

1.00metres

Low: 11:24pm

0.38metres

Moon Phases:
Saturday 19th May 2018:

Rise: 10:38am
Set: 9:15pm

Sunday 20th May 2018:

Rise: 11:34am
Set: 10:20pm
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March 2018 Field day report
Bremer Bay/ Reef Beach
This Field day was the first one the Beachcombers
had at Bremer bay Mark H, Ken & Wendy arrived at the
hired house, met the owner, who gave us some hot spots
for fishing, and showed us around the huge dwelling. Greg,
Michelle, Morris and Brian arrived an hour later as Morris
had taken a slight detour and adding about 100kms to the

The Huge house at Bremer bay

Wendy, Ken, Greg. Michelle, Morris and Brian in various stages of fishing at Bremer beach

trip. We were soon
established in the roomy
house
and
looked
forward to the next day’s
fishing. Ron, Mark N and
Peter B were at Reef
Beach [see Ron’s Report].
Saturday morning
we got up and had a

leisurely first, second and for some
third breakfasts, as the competition
didn’t start until mid afternoon. We
[Greg, Michelle, Ken, Wendy,
Morris, Brian, Mark H & “Dougie”]
made our gear ready went for a
pre-comp fish at the eastern end of
Bremer beach, Mark & “Dougie”

Brian taking it easy

Morris changes baits
Dougie working hard for his herring

ventured 50 metres out onto
the rocks and landed a sweep,
couple of herring and a couple
of KG Whiting, while Greg and
the others fished from the
beach and managing some
herring and blackfish. Once the
Michelle taking it even easier
competition started the fish
must have known and lost
their appetite. Despite this Mark H caught a couple of Wrasse and 12 herring, Dougie also got a few herring,
fishing just at the waterline.
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Late
afternoon Mark H
decided to try his
luck at back beach,
a notoriously soft
sandy beach with
an abalone farm
inlet/outlet pipes
located there and
some nice reef
Back beach reef
structure.
The
pipes proved unfruitful but the reef was well stocked with hungry wrasse but
little else. Once darkness descended, Mark and “Dougie” headed back to the
house. On the drive back
there seemed to be some
disturbing road noise
coming from under the
vehicle, wether on sand or
Wrasse
bitumen. Oh well, a
problem for tomorrow. We
arose and breakfasted as before then heading off. Greg,
Michelle,
Morris,
Brian, Ken
The track into Fosters Beach
and
Wendy went off to try the famous Fosters Beach, renowned
for the consistently good catches of salmon and big tailor,
alas the fish knew that there was a competition on and Brian
caught a pilch, Morris landed
3 herring, Ken and Wendy
Relaxing and fishing at Fosters beach
shared a crab between them
while the Walkers went
fishless. Meanwhile Mark H tried some of the local beaches: Short beach, Native
Dog beach,
Blossoms and
Native Dog Beach, can you find the sea eagle resting on the rocks?
finally Little
Boat Harbour
beach, all the
while
listening to
the increasing
Goatfish
noise from
under the car.
At Little Boat Harbour beach some herring, a
few more herring and wrasse, also a goatfish
was added to the list.
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Around 11.00am Mark H went back to the house to
diagnose the mysterious noise coming from the under the
cruiser. After parking on some level ground and jacking up a
rear wheel, the engine was started, the transmission engaged
and the brake carefully released. The noise could be heard on
acceleration and deceleration but quietened when coasting.
This could be crook wheel
bearings, crook diff, crook
Not the usual place for a tail-shaft
tail-shaft or a crook transfer
case; this needed an extra set of ears and both rear wheels free of the ground.
Fortunately Greg arrived and asked if he could help. His jack was used to lift the
remaining rear tyre clear of the ground, so that the experiment could be
repeated with someone at the back to listen closely. After a few minutes the
diff became the prime suspect when Greg put his hand on it and could feel the
grinding vibrations match the noise. Greg left his jack and went off for a fish
while Mark removed the tail-shaft to take the strain off the diff for the 500km
Brian &
trip home, on the front diff. Unfortunately, Greg’s good deed didn’t go
“Dougie” at
Bremer
unpunished, as he got bogged on the
Beach
beach without his trusty jack to get
him out, delaying the recovery by some hours.
The next day Ron and Mark N drove into Bremer Bay from Reef
beach to hand in their forms. Eight members caught 100 fish totalling
32.34 metres made up of seven species: Goatfish, Herring, Pilch, Ray,
Salmon, Skippy, and Wrasse. Mark N had a clean sweep with the
longest fish an 86cm salmon, longest ray at 111cm, longest bag at
12.48 metres and the most points [5689], proving that the best fishing
was at Reef Beach. Ken, Wendy, Greg and Michelle stayed for another
day while Morris, Brian, Ron and the two Marks drove home through
Ken & Wendy on Bremer beach
the long weekend traffic. Thanks must go to Morris and Brain who
stuck all the way with Mark H while he nursed the car home on the front diff. Once home and the diff remove
and taken to the repairers it transpired
that the bearings wear shot. While this
first Bremer bay Field Day didn’t have
huge quantities of fish, the place has
plenty of potential with the various bays,
beaches and a river offering a wide range
of
fishing
conditions,
great
accommodation and convenient shops, I
can see future Field Days for the Club
down at this little jewel on the south
coast.
Mark Hansen
Field Day Officer
Ron, Mark H, Mark N, Wendy, Ken, Brian, Michelle, & Greg with “Dougie” in the front
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March 2018 Field Day Results
Top Ten for March
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7

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

12.48
11.23
7.70
0.73
0.20
0
0
0
enter
enter
32.34

Mark Nurse
Mark Hansen
Ron Thomas
Bruce Davies
Wendy Barker
Ken Howells
Chas Riegert
Morris Kolman
Dale Coates
Brian Burgess

Fish
Name

Clubperson of the Year Sections for March
Section

Angler

Species

Goatfish
Herring
Pilch
Salmon
Skippy
Ray
Wrasse
TOTALS

Length
(cm)
86

Best Scale Fish

Mark Nurse

Salmon

Best Bag of Scale Fish

Mark Nurse

Mixed Bag

1248

Best Shark

Mark Nurse

Ray-Other

111

Best Bag Including Sharks

Mark Nurse

Mixed Bag

1248

10059
5413
4202
3370
3196
2423
1819
1206
683
200

Length

31
32
33
3
1
0
0
0
did
did
100

Length

Total
Points

Angler

Number

5689
4202
3052
306
200
60
60
60
0
0
TOTALS

Rank

Mark Nurse
Ron Thomas
Mark Hansen
Morris Kolman
Brian Burgess
Ken Howells
Michelle Walker
Wendy Barker
Greg Walker
Peter Butland (V)

Total
Points

Species

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Lengths & Statistics

Fish

Rank

Angler

Top Ten up to March

1
64
1
17
2
1
14
100

0.24
15.72
0.20
10.68
0.79
1.11
3.60
32.34

Field Day Sections up to and including March
Section
1A
1B
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Angler

Longest Scale Fish (1st Six Months)
Longest Scale Fish (2nd Six Months)
Most Meritous Fish
Longest Shark
Longest Mulloway
Longest Tailor
Longest Salmon
Longest Skipjack Trevally
Longest Mackerel
Longest Pike
Longest bag of Scale Fish caught from the shore
Longest bag of Scale Fish caught from the boat
Most species measured on a field day
Most number of fish measured on a field day
Longest fish on a S/H Rod 4.5 kg b/s line (max)
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Species

Length (cm)

Mark Nurse

Salmon

85

Mark Nurse

Ray

Wendy Barker
Mark Nurse
Mark Nurse

Tailor
Salmon
Skippy

Mark Nurse

Mixed bag

1248

Mark Nurse
Mark Nurse
Mark Hansen

Mixed bag
Mixed bag
Wrasse

8
62
38

111
44
85
45

REEF BEACH FIELD DAY
I was looking forward to this field day for two reasons, the first one being the enjoyment I get whenever I visit
this fantastic spot, and the memories over the last 51 years, for it was March long weekend in 1967 when my
wife and I fished Reef Beach for the first time.
The second reason was the chance to fish with Mark Nurse who I believe to be a very knowledgeable fisherman,
and I was right.
We met at Williams just after 7am Friday morning along with Peter Butland. After a bit of a chat we moved off
at a steady pace, not to overdo it, as we had plenty of time.
We arrived about 12.30, set up camp and headed off to check out the fishing conditions. We chose a spot dubbed
shark alley many years ago by the south coastal branch of the Offshore Angling Club. The water was crystal clear
and looked very fishy, but nothing happened until we spotted a school of salmon heading our way. Mark was
first to throw a bait at the school with an instant hook up and release. I managed the hook up, but not the release,
and that was the way my fishing continued for the rest of the day, as frozen mulies don’t work.
When the second school came through, Mark decided to chase the fish in his car, which turned out to be a good
decision as running up the beach did not agree with me at the age of 77. Mark ended up with 5 or 6 salmon and
one skippy. Peter had one salmon and one skippy, and I managed only one salmon.
Saturday morning saw us back at the same place but to no avail, hardly a bite until 1-pm, 2 hours before start
time when I pulled in a double headed skippy, but that was it.
Just after the start of the field the salmon came on the bite. Mark landed 4 without dropping any along with one
skippy, Peter had no luck until the herring came on the bite just on dark and managed 5 or 6, and
I landed 3 salmon and dropped another 2 along with a few herring.
Shark lines were put out on two occasions but no response.
Something had to happen on the last day, the forecast was for easterly winds which was right for the first 2
hours, but then turned southeast and strengthened as the day went on. By 5pm it was, my guess, 45 kph.
We started at about 5 or 5-30 in the morning and fished hard all day for little return.
Mark landed 2 salmon and dropped one, I had a slightly better day, landing 3 without dropping any, but still very
few skippy, which we could not believe, as the water was perfect for them.
Sunday night just on dark the herring came on thick and fast. Peter ended with 12, not sure how many Mark
caught, probably about a dozen as well. I had brought my total up to 23 by about 8pm, but I had had enough, I
packed it in and left Mark and Peter fishing. Mark and I both landed a stinger each, but not knowing they were
eligible, I did not measure mine, never mind, I will know next time.
All in all, a great weekend, great company, and a great place to fish.
Asking Mark if he would return, and the answer was, ‘in a flash’.
Cheers Ron Thomas
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Being a Gypsy in Bluff Creek
I’ve been watching my Dad……he’s putting my bed and my food dish in the camper…we
must be going away camping!!! But wait…what’s going on? He’s putting on his work stuff and
leaving me again. No camping for me. ☹
Sitting by the door waiting – I
know he is coming home today and
Mum said I’m in for a surprise. Here
he is – I heard the car from ages
away! We get the hello out the way
and then he gives me the good
news – I’m going camping
tomorrow!
After a long ride in Morris’s
car, we get down to Bluff Creek – sand everywhere! So cool! We get our new home set up and
then we need to help Michelle with her car. I offered to dig and dig and dig….but was told to
stay out the ways and let the grown-ups handle it.
After making sure that I stood perfectly and made sure that
the wind blew my fur to help me look my best, I made sure
everyone at the camp
was
happy
and
settled in. I made sure
to
share
myself
around fairly so that
all that were there got
to pat me constantly!
Always happy to be of
service!
The next day, Dad was throwing this thing in
the water. I was going to chase it..but the ocean
looked to cold. So after a while I decided to sit in his chair and guard the throwing thing – a
fishing rod, I think he called it? The wind got a bit cool in the afternoon, so I found some shelter
by the car and waited…and waited. Eventually, we
made it back to the camp and I finally got my dinner.
So hungry after running up and down the beach
checking on everyone! I was so good at guarding the
‘fishing rod’ Dad asked me to guard the kettle as well.
Can’t trust those things. You have to be so careful –
they make noise, get hot and fire steam at you – so
dangerous and a bit scary. Better keep my distance.
Dad and I took some nice walks. We found
some water that didn’t try and attack me so I had
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heaps of fun running and jumping in it. We also
went up the top of the sandhill so he could call
Mum. I went up and down like four times before
he even got to the top – he must be getting old!!!
I got to play with my other doggie friends and
had lots of fun being free and running

everywhere. I just had to follow Dad everywhere
to make sure he didn’t get lost. Humans are
hopeless like that! I had to stay at the camp

while he went to help Bruce, but I made sure to
shout out instructions the whole time so he knew
what to do and could find his way back to our
camp home.
Back in the car and
heading for home. I’m so
tired! I think I’ll just lie up
here and close my eyes and
dream about my next
camping trip………

Gypsy
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Dry Casting Event – May 6th 2018
The Beachcombers Angling & Boating Club of WA will be
holding a Dry Casting event/competition on
Sunday 6th May 2018
at Kings Meadow Polo Ground,
Meadow Street, Guildford.
Start time will be 8.30am
Family - $10.00
Single - $5.00
Events will be: 56gram
Artificial Bait
112 gram
Double and Single Hand Accuracy

All members and visitors are welcome!
Cool drinks and water will be available
for purchase - $1 each
Sausage Sizzle - $2 each
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Dry Casting Results: 8th April 2018
56 gram

1.

Name
Seniors
Mark Hansen

3.
4.
5.

Veterans
John Crompton
Ron Thomas
Geoff Raftis

Artificial Bait

112 gram

Cast 1

Cast 2

Total

%

Cast 1

Cast 2

Total

%

Cast 1

Cast 2

Total

%

OUT

OUT

0.00

0.00

97.70

103.13

85.48

37.58

124.41

OUT

124.41

41.26

84.87
130.36
78.18

95.75
132.01
78.20

180.62
262.37
156.38

68.84
100.00
59.60

80.75
117.43
60.00

80.11
117.52
82.19

160.86
234.95
142.19

68.46
100.00
60.52

OUT
159.01
89.95

106.50
142.48
103.95

106.50
301.49
193.80

35.32
100.00
64.28

Double Handed Accuracy

Single Handed Accuracy

Cast Number

Cast Length

1.

3
12

3
21

1
19

1
15

4
19

4
17

2
22

2
16

Total
141

%
100.00

L
0

S
7

L
8

S
2

Total
17

%
65.38

Total
244.22

Att
10

Total
254.22

3.
4.
5.

6
16
17

22
23
14

22
17
16

5
12
25

0
20
11

0
20
15

1
5
18

20
18
20

76
131
136

53.90
92.91
96.45

0
8
5

5
6
6

0
6
0

6
6
3

11
26
14

42.31
100.00
53.85

268.83
492.91
334.70

10
10
10

278.83
502.91
344.70

DRY CASTING – 8TH APRIL 2018 – BEACHCOMBERS
Seniors Winner
56 gram
Artificial Bait
112 gram
D/H Accuracy
S/H Accuracy

Mark Hansen
Mark Hansen
Mark Hansen
Mark Hansen

Day’s Winner:

Ron Thomas

Veterans Winner
Ron Thomas
Ron Thomas
Ron Thomas
Geoff Raftis
Ron Thomas

A disappointing roll up on such a lovely day, but for those
that did turn up I am sure an enjoyable day was had by all.
According to John, the president of the polo club, the ground has to
be up to national standards, so we can only look forward to a
perfect venue in the future.
I am not sure whether Mark is trying out a new rod or a new
casting style, but it is not working out the way it was intended with
3 outs in the distance events, but on the other hand top scored in
the DHA with 141. Geoff Raftis was close behind with 136.
Ron Thomas - DCO
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April munchies
Thai Salmon Cakes and Salad Wraps
- 4 Helga’s Mixed Grain Wraps
- 1 red chilli, roughly chopped
- 1 green chilli, roughly chopped
- 2 garlic cloves, peeled
- 2cm piece fresh ginger, peeled,
roughly chopped
- 2 tablespoons shredded coconut
- 500g skinless pin boned fresh salmon,
roughly chopped
- 1 egg white
- 1 tablespoon cornflour
- 60g green beans, trimmed, thinly sliced
- 1 cup coriander leaves, chopped
- Olive oil spray
- Sweet chilli sauce, lime wedges, to serve
Salad
- 1 carrot, cut into thin strips
- 2 Lebanese cucumber, cut into thin strips
- 2 cups shredded cabbage (red or green)
- 1 cup bean sprouts, trimmed
- ½ cup Thai basil or mint leaves
1. Place chilli, garlic, ginger and coconut in a food processor, process until finely chopped. Add
the salmon, pulse until finely chopped. Add the egg white and cornflour, pulse to combine.
Transfer to a bowl. Stir in the beans and coriander. Shape mixture into small cakes (about 2
tablespoons per cake) using wet hands.
2. Preheat fan forced oven to 160°C. Heat a frying pan over medium-high heat. Spray both
sides of the salmon cakes with oil, cook in batches for 2 minutes on each side until golden,
transfer to a baking tray. Bake for 3-5 minutes or until cooked through. Remove from the oven
and transfer to a tray.
3. Combine all the salad ingredients together. Place wraps onto a board. Top with salad and
salmon cakes. Drizzle with a little sweet chilli sauce and a squeeze of lime. Roll the wrap to
secure the filling
www.kitchen.nine.com.au
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COMMON FISHING TERMS EXPLAINED
CATCH AND RELEASE: A conservation method that happens most often right before the local
Fisheries officer pulls over a boat that has caught over its limit.
CAST:
[1] The co-ordinated act of swinging a rod to lob the bait / lure into the water.
[2] The plaster protection wrapped around an angler’s dislocated arm/shoulder after overdoing
an unco-ordinated cast
HOOK:
[1] A curved piece of metal used to catch fish also an angler’s fingers / ears / etc.
[2] A clever advertisement designed to entice a fisherman to spend his life savings on a new
rod & reel.
[3] The punch administered by said fisherman's wife after he spends their life savings [see also,
Right Hook, Left Hook].
LEADER: The first in a convoy of 4WDs spending more time driving up and down a beach
looking for a “good spot” than actual fishing.
LINE: Something you give your co-workers when they ask, on Monday, how your fishing went
on the weekend.
LURE: A shiny object that maybe semi-enticing to fish, but will drive an angler into such a frenzy
that he will charge his credit card to the limit before exiting the tackle shop.
REEL: A weighted object that causes a rod to sink quickly when dropped overboard.
ROD: An attractively painted length of fibreglass that keeps an angler from ever getting too
close to a fish.
SCHOOL: A grouping in which fish are taught to avoid your $29.99 lures and hold out for bait
instead.
TACKLE: What your last catch did to you as you reeled him in, but just before he wrestled free
and jumped back overboard.
TACKLE BOX: A box shaped alarmingly like your comprehensive first aid kit. Only a tackle box
contains many sharp objects, so that when you reach in the wrong box blindly to get a Band
Aid, you soon find that you need more than one and possibly a hospital.
TEST:
[1] The amount of strength a fishing line affords an angler when fighting fish in a specific weight
range.
[2] A measure of your creativity in blaming "that damn line" for once again losing the fish.
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My Thoughts…….
School holidays again…yay!!! Sleeping in, no schedule, lots of
relaxing….yeah right. The cat doesn’t know (or care) what day of the week
it is. 7 am means breakfast!!! I will have to squeeze two weeks of holidays
into one with Kaitlin. She has been invited to attend a camp called
Zero2Hero for the 2nd week. The camp is for promising year 10 to 12 students
who have an interest in helping and/or working with others to help with
problems. Out of over 100 applications, 40 are chosen to attend. Proud
mum moment!!! I’m sure she will have a wonderful time.
I attended the ANZAC assembly at school last Thursday – does this get
me out of the dawn service? I have to admit, I do enjoy the dawn service
at the Peace Park in Ballajura. It is always packed and the energy and
atmosphere is beautiful. I have promised Kaitlin that I will go if I can and
take photos for her as she will away on camp. Maybe I can download
someone else’s!?! Truthfully, it is a small way to say thank you to all that
have fought so hard to make Australia what it is – just hope the politicians
won’t destroy it completely!
Peter enjoyed his break away in Bluff Creek, as did Gypsy. After
spending so much time with him though, she was in a complete sulk when
he left for work the following Saturday. By Sunday night, she finally
realised that maybe mum is good enough and finally decided to eat her
food and put the ears back in the upward direction! She is such a
character. That llooonnngggg weekend was very long for me – no
husband, no dog and Kaitlin spent the weekend with Brody and his family
as it was his 18th birthday on Good Friday. Didn’t realise how quiet this
house could be! I was actually happy to have them all back home again!
Whatever you
are doing, or not
doing, for ANZAC
day, enjoy. We are
so lucky to have the
freedom to choose
what ever we choose
to do.
Jennie 😊
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Field Day Venues for 2018
Below are the remaining dates to be filled for the
2018 Field Days. Please get you choices in BEFORE the
April General Meeting and/or come to the meeting to
put forward your choices.
These venues and dates need to the voted on at the January general meeting, please make your
preferred choice of venues and forward them onto the committee as soon as possible

Date 2018

Venue

Reason for choice

Rottnest

Best tides, possible SCAC FD

Albany

AAA State Estuary competition

August
18th &19th
11th & 12th
September LWE
22nd 23rd & 24th
October
20th & 21st
November
24th & 25th
17th & 18th

December
15th & 16th
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