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March 2018 General Meeting

GENERAL MEETING
The Beachcombers General Meeting will be held on
WEDNESDAY 21st March 2018 at the

South Ballajura Community Centre
15 Hamelin Drive, Ballajura
Western Australia 6066
The meeting commences at 7.30pm

A $2.00 door entry fee puts you in the running for the
lucky number prize draw.
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3 Month Calendar
Club Meeting Dates
Club Field Day Dates
AAA Meeting Dates
AAA Event Dates
Dry Casting
Special Events
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March Field Day – 3rd, 4th & 5th March 2018 – LWE – Bremer Bay
March General Meeting – 21st March 2018 – 7.30pm
April Field Day – 30th March to 2nd April (Easter) – Bluff Creek
April Dry Casting – 8th April 2018 – Kings Meadow – 8.30am
April General Meeting – 18th April 2018 – 7.30pm
May Dry Casting – 6th May 2018 – Kings Meadow – 8.30pm
May General Meeting – 16th May 2018 – 7.30pm
May Field Day – 19th & 20th May 2018 – Rottnest

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Venue 2018

Date 2018
20th & 21st January
17th & 18th February
3rd, 4th & 5th March (LWE)
30th March to 2nd Apr (Easter)
19th & 20th May
2nd, 3rd and 4th June (LWE)
21st & 22nd July
18th & 19th August
22nd, 23rd, 24th Sept (LWE)
20th & 21st October
24th & 25th November
15th & 16th December

Preston Beach
Preston Beach
Bremer Bay
Bluff Creek
Rottnest TBC

Rottnest TBC
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Details for April 2018 Field Day Easter LWE

Bluffcreek
Dates: 31st March to 2nd April 2017
Boundaries: Bluffcreek bay and as far as you can walk around the rocky headlands.
Field Day Fees: $10 for family and $5 for single.
Sign on: 8.00 pm Friday 30th March, at the campsite at Bluffcreek.
Lines down: 6.00 am Saturday 31st March 2018
Sign off: 8.00am Monday 2nd April, at the campsite. Or by prior arrangement with the FDO
Any Questions: ring the FDO: Mark on 0409088864 or email mhansen.iinet.net.au
UHF radio channel: 10
IMPORTANT: please let him know by no later than the evening of Wednesday 28th March if you intend
to go to this Field Day venue.
This Field Day is held over a long week-end. Allow at least a 5 hours drive down from Perth, some of
us may travel down on Thursday. Apart from dodgy “fresh” water in the creeks, there are no facilities
at this venue, all provisions will have to be BYO. Bring warm and wet weather gear as we are closer to
winter than summer on the south coast. Our usual campsite is at the eastern end of the bay about
900metres inland, under the paperbark trees. We usually have a communal BBQ at midday Sunday.
Some big fish are caught here, Salmon, Skippy, Snapper, Shark, Tailor with the usual small stuff
herring, sweep, whiting, wrasse, flathead, blackfish and many other species.
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February 2018 Field Day Report
Conditions: warm light southerly winds swinging
from west to east and back, low seas and swell,
minimal weed. Sea fog early Sunday morning
clearing to a sunny day
Saturday morning saw Chas, Dale, Ken,
Wendy and the Marks H & N [plus Dougie] meet
at the Preston Beach car-park for the sign-on,
Bruce [& Bacchus] were already on the beach
Dale stands to fish while Chas settles in on his tailgate
having got there the day before. After deflating
tyres and signing on, a little convoy of Beachcombers headed north on the soft sand until Bruce was
found and we set up in the general area very close to the previous month’s FD spot. The vehicles were
set out in “Fishing Mode” with various awnings and rooftop
accommodations
Ken & Wendy’s impressive rooftop and awning
Mark N’s Whiting
popping out. Bruce was
the most northerly, then
Dale a little south, then
Chas, Mark H, Mark N
and then Ken and Wendy
were at the southern end
of the bunch. Mark N was
the first to land fish, a
whiting half an hour into the competition. All through the
afternoon we landed whiting, herring, blowies, trumpeters,
Chas even caught a gurnard, mostly small stuff, apart from
Wendy, who had something big and toothy briefly on before hooks parted company from her line. We
were anticipating tailor as the solunars boded well and the conditions were good. Unfortunately the tailor
didn’t read the solunar
Mark adds a Skippy to his tally
tables and ignored both
the conditions and our
baits. Meanwhile Skippy,
Tarwhine and Butterfish
were added to the tally
sheets.
Once
darkness
descended,
Chas
departed for a comfy bed
at home, while some
weary Beachcombers hit
the hay, the rest fished
into the night, Mark N
landing a Shovel-nosed
Ray and a couple of
scarce tailor. Bruce starting a midnight stint caught the
biggest tailor [35cm] on his initial cast then had something
Mark’s Shovel-nosed Ray
big and powerful bite him off then nothing for the next two
hours.
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In the pre-dawn gloom of
Sunday morning Mark N could be
seen casting into the foggy sea mist
that enveloped the coast, Mark H put
out the burley pot, had a cup of tea
and some slightly burnt toast waiting
for the oily burley trail to drift out to
sea, then once breakfast was done,
grabbed a rod to target herring. A few
reluctantly took the lures; obviously
these too hadn’t read the solunar
tables! Mid morning we packed up,
headed back to the car park for the
sign off and re-inflate the tyres.
Seven competitors caught 192
A keen fisherman happy
fish
totalling
33.36metres made up of
to land this skippy
10 species: Blowfish, Butterfish,
Gurnard, Herring, Shove-nosed Ray, Skippy, Tailor, Tarwhine, Trumpeter and Whiting, Bruce’s 35cm
Tailor was the longest scale fish. But Mark N had the most fish [62], the most species [8], the longest
Ray [85cm], the longest bag at 12.26 metres and the most points at 4370 winning this month’s
Fishing in the fog

competition, thus showing what can be
achieved by putting in long hours
constantly attending two rods. The next
couple of Field days are down on the
south coast, the first at Bremer Bay/
Reef-Beach in March and the Easter
one is at Bluffcreek, and hopefully the
big salmon should be there in good
numbers.
Mark Hansen
Field Day Officer

Bruce , Mark N, Dale, Ken, Wendy & Bacchus in the front
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January 2018 Field Day Results
Top Ten up to January

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Bruce Davies
Wendy Barker
Mark Hansen
Ken Howells
Morris Kolman
Chas Riegert
Wendy Hansen

1790
1646
1246
1205
900
318
60
TOTALS

Fish

Rank

Angler

Total
Points

Lengths & Statistics
Species

Length

4
5
3
4
3
2
0
7

4.58
3.97
4.00
2.78
2.47
0.36
0
18.16

25
19
18
15
11
3
0
91

Species

Number

Blowfish
Flathead
Herring
Skippy
Tailor
Tarwhine
Whiting
TOTALS

Length

10
1
53
1
5
15
6
91

1.26
0.18
11.86
0.25
1.79
1.91
0.91
18.16

Clubperson of the Year Sections for January
Section

Angler

Species

Length (cm)

Best Scale Fish

Wendy Barker

Tailor

44

Best Bag of Scale Fish

Bruce Davies

Mixed Bag

458

Field Day Sections up to and including January
Section
1A

Longest Scale Fish (1st Six Months)

1B

Longest Scale Fish (2nd Six Months)

Angler

Species

Length (cm)

Wendy Barker

tailor

44

Wendy Barker

tailor

44

Morris Kolman

Skippy

25

2

Most Meritous Fish

3

Longest Shark

4

Longest Mulloway

5

Longest Tailor

6

Longest Salmon

7

Longest Skipjack Trevally

8

Longest Mackerel

9

Bruce Davies

Mixed bag

458

11

Longest Pike
Longest bag of Scale Fish caught from the
shore
Longest bag of Scale Fish caught from the boat

12

Most species measured on a field day

Wendy Barker

Mixed bag

5

13

Most number of fish measured on a field day

Bruce Davies

Mixed bag

25

14

Longest fish on a S/H Rod 4.5 kg b/s line (max)

Mark Hansen

Herring

25

10
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February 2018 Field Day Results

Rank

Total
Points

Angler

Lengths & Statistics
Fish

Species

Rank

Top Seven for February

Top Nine up to February

Length

1

Mark Nurse

4370

62

8

12.26

2

Bruce Davies

1580

22

6

3.60

3
4
5

Chas Riegert
Wendy Barker
Ken Howells

1501
1490
1158

24
30
25

6
5
4

4.14
4.80
3.46

6

Mark Hansen

1115

21

3

3.86

7

Dale Coates

683
Totals

9
192

3
10

1.24
33.36

Clubperson of the Year Sections for February
Section

Angler

Best Scale Fish
Best Bag of Scale
Fish

Bruce Davies

Tailor

Mark Nurse

Mixed Bag

Best Shark

Mark Nurse

RayShovelnose

Best Bag Including
Sharks

Mark Nurse

Mixed Bag

1
2
3

Mark Nurse
Bruce Davies
Wendy Barker

4370
3370
3136

4

Ken Howells

2363

5
6
7

Mark Hansen
Chas Riegert
Morris Kolman

2361
1819
900

8

Dale Coates

9

Wendy Hansen

Name
Blowfish
Butterfish
Gurnard
Herring
Ray
Skippy
Tailor
Tarwhine
Trumpeter
Whiting
Totals

Length
(cm)
35

Species

1226
85
1226

Total
Points

Angler

683

Number
27
2
1
61
1
3
3
10
3
81
192

60
Length
3.73
0.41
0.19
12.34
0.85
0.73
0.93
1.71
0.53
11.94
33.36

Field Day Sections up to and including February

Section
1A
1B
2

Angler

Species

Length (cm)

Longest Scale Fish (1st Six Months)
Longest Scale Fish (2nd Six Months)
Most Meritous Fish

Wendy Barker

Tailor

44

3

Longest Shark

Mark Nurse

Shovel-nosed ray

85

4
5
6

Longest Mulloway
Longest Tailor
Longest Salmon

Wendy Barker

Tailor

44

7

Longest Skipjack Trevally

Mark Nurse

Skippy

27

8

Longest Mackerel

9

Longest Pike

10

Longest bag of Scale Fish caught from the shore

Mark Nurse

Mixed bag

1226

11

Longest bag of Scale Fish caught from the boat

12

Most species measured on a field day

Mark Nurse

Mixed bag

8

13

Most number of fish measured on a field day

Mark Nurse

Mixed bag

62

14

Longest fish on a S/H Rod 4.5 kg b/s line (max)

Mark Hansen

Herring

25
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BREMER BAY MARCH 2018 LONG WEEKEND
Greg and I are packing for Bremer Bay for the long weekend. Whilst we are packing, Gavin,
Rommie and Sarah, our dogs, are looking at us with those sad eyes. They keep walking in front
of us and wanting more cuddles than usual, because they know when we pack our 200 Series
Landcruiser (Amy) we don’t take them with us! They always know!!!
Greg and I leave home at 5.40am Friday morning and meet up with Morris and Bryan at 8.00
art the Woolshed in Williams.
We drive along Albany Highway until we turn off heading to Wagin. We decided to follow Morris
– big mistake - we stopped to pay the giant Ram in Wagin a visit, took some pictures and then
headed off. We took the scenic route (at least that is what Morris told us! Truth be known that
is what we thought. Adding 100km to our journey…). Passing through the Porongorups, the
green orchard and wine tastings. It started to drizzle a bit, but the clouds were sitting on top of
the Porongorup Hills – very pretty.
Now on South Coast Highway passing farmland and green pastures we follow Morris through
Wellstead and stopped at the Wellstead store for lunch. Getting back on the road at 1.45pm
and turned into Bremer Bay Road at 2.02pm, had to turn left into John Street to get to our
accommodation {oh oops Morris went the wrong way!}. Arrive at our accommodation at 2.40pm.
We are met by Ken and Wendy B and Mark H and Doug. We get shown the house, wow it is
never ending!
Huge bedrooms, huge bathrooms and ensuites. Huge bbq and a huge entertainment area.
We drink, have nibbles, talk and before we know it we are having Morris’s and Mark H’s soup
for dinner.
I went into the lap of luxury and had a bath whilst having a mango icey made by Morris. All the
other members have there icies and showers.
Looking forward to fishing tomorrow.
Saturday: Morris, Bryan, Mark H, Wendy B, Ken, Greg and I have our breakfast. Except for
Wendy B and Ken we all head off to Bremer Bay Beach. We all start catching fish, between
Greg and I we caught herring and blackfish. Then Wendy B and Ken rolled up and join us.
As soon as it turned 3.00pm when the field day officially started, the fish must have known and
not many fish were caught after that. Back to the house, we shower and have a BBQ. And then
chit chat and Mark’s and Greg’s prunes came out.
Next day we travel to Fosters Beach, Morris Wendy B, Ken, Bryan stay there the whole day.
Greg and I are organising a pork roast in the weber for dinner, so we leave Fosters at 10.37am
and head back to the house. We started organising the weber after dropping off at the local
shop.
When we got back to the house Mark H was there working on his car. After Greg gave Mark
helped with the car we headed off to Bremer Bay beach again to the same spot we went to the
day before.
I caught nothing however Greg caught 2 herring and then lost 2 fish right at his feet.
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We packed up around 3.00pm. On our way back to the house we drove on the beach. Because
of the long weekend, the beach was really churned up from all the tyre tracks, with so many
cars driving on the beach. We unfortunately got bogged. We had to scrape out the sand with
our hands from under the car [AS MARK HAD OUR JACK]. We got back to the house nearly
an hour and a half late, but well worth the wait as we are having a pork roast for dinner.
We have our showers and then Morris Bryan Wendy B and Ken showed up. They all caught
fish except for Wendy B. and Ken, whose lines got snagged on each other’s and caught a crab
- half a crab each! – not that is counted on the score sheet!
The pork roast and vegies were magic and then chocolates after, well deserved.
The field day ended Monday 5th March at 8.00am. Mark Nurse, and Ron Thomas rolled up to
hand their forms in as they fished at Reef Beach. They caught heaps of fish. Well done Mark
and Ron.
Everybody, except for Wendy B, Ken, Greg and I leave to drive Home but we had organised to
stay one more night, so after a bit relaxation and conversation around 2pm we drove around
and had a look at all the bays and where we could launch a boat then drove to Bremer Bay
beach. As soon as I cast out I caught a whiting then Wendy B caught a whiting and then Ken
caught a whiting. At the end of the day, the count was Wendy B, 2 whiting and 2 herring and
Ken, 1 whiting and I caught 1 herring and 2 whiting. {see pictures}
We get back to the house, shower and then go we out to dinner to the Bremer Bay Resort. We
get back to the house for coffee and chocolates and good conversation and then go to bed as
it will be pack up and go tomorrow morning.
The next morning, I wake up and organize sandwiches for the drive home then help Greg pack
the car. Ken and Wendy B are also packing, and we are both ready to leave.
Bremer Bay was a great field day and I look forward to coming back next year.

Michelle Walker

Ken, Michelle and Wendy B with their whiting
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REEF BEACH FIELD DAY
I was looking forward to this field day for two reasons, the first one being the enjoyment I get whenever I visit
this fantastic spot, and the memories over the last 51 years, for it was March long weekend in 1967 when my
wife and I fished Reef Beach for the first time.
The second reason was the chance to fish with Mark Nurse who I believe to be a very knowledgeable fisherman,
and I was right.
We met at Williams just after 7am Friday morning along with Peter Butland. After a bit of a chat we moved off
at a steady pace, not to overdo it, as we had plenty of time.
We arrived about 12.30, set up camp and headed off to check out the fishing conditions. We chose a spot dubbed
shark alley many years ago by the south coastal branch of the Offshore Angling Club. The water was crystal clear
and looked very fishy, but nothing happened until we spotted a school of salmon heading our way. Mark was
first to throw a bait at the school with an instant hook up and release. I managed the hook up, but not the release,
and that was the way my fishing continued for the rest of the day, as frozen mulies don’t work.
When the second school came through, Mark decided to chase the fish in his car, which turned out to be a good
decision as running up the beach did not agree with me at the age of 77. Mark ended up with 5 or 6 salmon and
one skippy. Peter had one salmon and one skippy, and I managed only one salmon.
Saturday morning saw us back at the same place but to no avail, hardly a bite until 1-pm, 2 hours before start
time when I pulled in a double headed skippy, but that was it.
Just after the start of the field the salmon came on the bite. Mark landed 4 without dropping any along with one
skippy, Peter had no luck until the herring came on the bite just on dark and managed 5 or 6, and
I landed 3 salmon and dropped another 2 along with a few herring.
Shark lines were put out on two occasions but no response.
Something had to happen on the last day, the forecast was for easterly winds which was right for the first 2
hours, but then turned southeast and strengthened as the day went on. By 5pm it was, my guess, 45 kph.
We started at about 5 or 5-30 in the morning and fished hard all day for little return.
Mark landed 2 salmon and dropped one, I had a slightly better day, landing 3 without dropping any, but still very
few skippy, which we could not believe, as the water was perfect for them.
Sunday night just on dark the herring came on thick and fast. Peter ended with 12, not sure how many Mark
caught , probably about a dozen as well. I had brought my total up to 23 by about 8pm, but I had had enough, I
packed it in and left Mark and Peter fishing. Mark and I both landed a stinger each, but not knowing they were
eligible, I did not measure mine, never mind, I will know next time.
All in all, a great weekend, great company, and a great place to fish.
Asking Mark if he would return, and the answer was, ‘in a flash’.
Cheers Ron Thomas
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Dry Casting Event – April 8th 2018
The Beachcombers Angling & Boating Club of WA will be
holding a Dry Casting event/competition on
Sunday 8th April 2018
at Kings Meadow Polo Ground,
Meadow Street, Guildford.
Start time will be 8.00am
Family - $10.00
Single - $5.00
Events will be: 56gram
Artificial Bait
112 gram
Double and Single Hand Accuracy
All members and visitors are welcome!
Cool drinks and water will be available
for purchase - $1 each
Sausage Sizzle - $2 each
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Beachcombers 2018 Presentation Evening
A different venue this year – the Cricketer’s Arms in
Ballajura. We had a good turn out with 35 members, friends and
family attending the evening. To
keep everyone entertained through
the night, we played a ‘numberplate’
game. Ron Thomas took out the
men’s prize and Jo Celenza won for
the ladies. Raffle prizes were plenty
and I managed to grab a bottle of Bailey’s as my raffle prize –
yay me!!!
Congratulations to all the
winners: Club Person of the Year went to Mark Hansen; Caster
of the Year – Ron Thomas, runner-up Mark Hansen; Men’s FD
Winner – Mark Nurse, runner-up
Mark Hansen; Ladies FD Winner
– Michelle Walker, runner-up
Wendy Hansen; Junior FD
Winner – Joshua Celenza, runners-up Joshua and Elijah
Hansen; Length Comp Winner – Mark Hansen, runner-up Mark
Nurse; Men’s DC Winner – Mark Hansen, runner-up Ron
Thomas; Junior DC Winner – Joshua Celenza; Most Bullseyes
– Ron Thomas. Congratulations to all of you!
We are on the look out for a new venue for next year
– this was good for a last minute thing, but not quite what we
were looking for! If you have any
ideas for a venue that doesn’t
charge a fortune and will cater
for less than 50 people, let me
know!!!
Jennie 😊
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March Munchies
Warm Pumpkin Salad
1.1kg Kent pumpkin, cut into 8 wedges
60ml (1/4 cup) olive oil
1 1/2 tablespoons brown sugar
olive oil spray
125g sourdough bread, torn into 2cm pieces
4 slices prosciutto
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar
50g baby rocket leaves
135g bocconcini, torn
Step 1: Preheat oven to 180°C. Place the pumpkin in a large roasting pan. Drizzle over 2
tablespoons of oil and sprinkle with the sugar. Season with salt and pepper. Toss to combine.
Cook, turning halfway through cooking, for 30-35 minutes or until the pumpkin is soft and
slightly caramelised.
Step 2: Meanwhile, spray a baking tray with oil. place the bread in a bowl and drizzle over the
remaining oil. Season with salt and pepper and toss to combine. Spread over half of the
prepared tray. Place prosciutto on the other half of the tray. Cook, turning bread and
prosciutto halfway through cooking, for 5-6 minutes or until crisp and golden. Tear the
prosciutto into pieces.
Step 3: Transfer the pumpkin to a plate and cover with foil to keep warm. Add the vinegar to
the pan and stir to combine. Arrange rocket on a large platter. Top with the pumpkin, bread,
prosciutto and bocconcini. Drizzle over the vinegar mixture.
www.allrecipes.com.au

Baked Spice-Stuffed Apples
1 sweet apple (I like Golden Delicious),
peeled and rubbed with lemon juice
1 rounded tsp demerara or raw cane sugar
25g nuts, roughly chopped (use walnuts,
almonds and lightly roasted hazelnuts)
1⁄4 tsp ground cinnamon
Pinch of grated nutmeg
1 rounded tsp raisins or other dried fruit
80ml apple juice
8g butter
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1. Cooked apples are very good to perk up our ojas (our vitality), so it is good to include them
in our diet. This dessert is ideal for those with a kapha imbalance and it should ideally be
eaten as it is on its own, but vata can eat it with a little crème fraîche on the side and pitta can
drizzle over a little cream.
2. Preheat the oven to 190ºC (375ºF) gas mark 5. Core the apple to make a neat hole 2.5cm
in diameter. Slice off the base of the apple so it can stand upright.
3. Mix together the sugar, nuts, cinnamon, nutmeg and raisins. Pack into the cavity of the
apple. Place in a snug fitting baking dish and pour around the apple juice. Top the apple with
the butter. Cover with foil and bake for 8 minutes. Remove foil and continue cooking the apple
until soft, basting every 6–7
4. Minutes or so; this takes around 40–45 minutes.
5. If you're in a hurry and need a quicker dish, cut the apples in half and core, then cook in
their skins for 25 minutes.
www.lifestylefood.com.au
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My Thoughts…….
Another busy month – does it ever stop? So proud of our beautiful
daughter….Kaitlin had her year 12 ball a couple of weeks ago. She and
her partner Brody looked fantastic! They had a great night at the Hyatt
Regency in Perth and crawled into the car at midnight. Both were up
early the next morning to attend “Madfest” at the Convention Centre in
the city. After doing that both Saturday and Sunday, they were pretty
exhausted! Monday was definitely a day of rest.
Peter is back on his normal routine for work – out Saturday and
home Wednesday or Thursday. He is really looking forward to taking the
break at Easter and heading down to Bluff Creek. He’s talking about
taking Gypsy…not sure if I’ll let him! We will work out the visitation rights
for that one!!!
We spent a lovely day yesterday with Kellie and little Sophie – 9 weeks
old already! So cute – talking and smiling. We weren’t too sure how Gypsy
would be with her as she hasn’t seen a baby before, but she was so gentle
and sweet with Sophie.
For those going to Bluff Creek – have a great time and drive safe. For
those staying at home or going elsewhere – have a lovely Easter.
Jennie 😊
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Field Day Venues for 2018
These venues and dates need to the voted on at the January general meeting, please make your
preferred choice of venues and forward them onto the committee as soon as possible

Date 2018

Venue

January
20th &21st
February
17th & 18th

Preston Beach

Reason for choice

March LWE
3rd, 4th & 5th
24th

Cockburn sound

AAA Boating Competition

Cape to cape

AAA Rock & Beach competition

Rottnest

Good tides, possible SCAC FD

Rottnest

Best tides, possible SCAC FD

Albany

AAA State Estuary competition

April
Easter LWE
30th – 2nd May
29th & 30th

May
19th & 20th
26th & 27th
June LWE
2nd, 3rd & 4th
July
21st & 22nd
August
18th &19th
11th & 12th
September LWE
22nd 23rd & 24th
October
20th & 21st
November
24th & 25th
17th & 18th

December
15th & 16th
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